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Health of Palestinians and chronic humiliation

Janice Halpern a

In their abstract for the 2013 Lancet Palestinian Health Alliance, Brian Barber and colleagues1 are not maintaining “the highest

scientific standards”2 by insinuating that the strong presence of Israeli forces at checkpoints and barriers explains the chronic

humiliation suffered by Palestinians in the West Bank.

The two intifadas (uprisings), consisted of 10 years of murderous terror campaigns against Israeli civilians, which resulted in

increased vigilance at the borders between areas under full Israeli control and areas under the jurisdiction of the Palestinian

Authority. Amnesty International publishes two separate reports annually on political violence in the West Bank and Gaza. One

deals with the actions of Israel, the other with the actions of the Palestinian Authority. The latter describes extreme political

violence on the part of the Palestinian Authority during the periods that Barber and colleagues discuss. For example, during the

second intifada the report describes “a situation where groups of armed Palestinians had almost free rein to carry out unlawful

killings and other abuses.”3 In September, 2013, Amnesty International demanded that the Palestinian Authority's police and

security forces “cease using unnecessary and excessive force” against peaceful protesters.4 Furthermore, gender-based

violence against women and girls, in the form of honour killings and domestic violence, continues to be reported in the

Amnesty International annual reports on the Palestinian Authority;5 however, there are no such accounts in the reports on

Israeli actions.

Barber and colleagues do not help the Palestinians by ignoring political violence at the hands of their own governments.
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