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In their abstract for the 2013 Lancet Palestinian Health Alliance, Reem Sarsak and Mohammad Almasri1 identified the
salination of the coastal aquifer because of seawater intrusion as an important threat to public health for the population of
Gaza. As mentioned in their results and conclusions, the main reason for this intrusion is the rising sea level caused by climate
change. Sarsak and Almasri suggest that the application of desalination technology and improvements in waste water
management are important solutions to this problem. However, in the background section1 they seem to implicate Israeli
water policy as the primary issue.
Almasri is a well known engineer with expertise in modelling seawater intrusion in Gaza.2, 3 As in this abstract,1 climate
change was identified as the primary cause of seawater intrusion in his previous work;2, 3 however, Israeli water policy was
not mentioned in these articles.2, 3 The solutions proposed by Almasri have been embraced by Israeli authorities, and they are
currently training Gazans and providing desalination and water management technologies so badly needed in this area.4 Sarsak
and Almasri's study1 will make an important scientific contribution and will result in practical steps to help the population of
Gaza; however, the gratuitous political innuendo found in the background section will not.

Full-size image (21K) Simon Rawles
We declare that we have no competing interests.

References
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(14)60599-7/fulltext?version=printerFriendly

1/2

4/28/2014

Health of Palestinians, water and coastal aquifer in Gaza : The Lancet

1 Sarsak R, Almasri MN. Seawater intrusion into the coastal aquifer in the Gaza Strip: a computer study. Lancet 2013; 382:
S32. Summary | Full Text | PDF(51KB) | PubMed
2 Sarsak R, Almasri MN. Modeling of seawater intrusion due to climate change impacts in North Gaza coastal aquifer using
SEAWAT. Proc Hydrogeol Arid Environ 2012; 40: 137. PubMed
3 Sarsak R. Numerical simulation of seawater intrusion in response to climate change impacts in North Gaza coastal aquifer
using SEAWAT. http://scholar.najah.edu/content/numerical-simulation-seawater-intrusion-response-climate-change-impactsnorth-gaza-coastal. (accessed March 17, 2014).
4 Swinburne Z. The water is running out in Gaza: humanitarian catastrophe looms as territory's only aquifer fails.
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/the-water-is-running-out-in-gaza-humanitarian-catastrophe-loomsas-territorys-only-aquifer-fails-8679987.html. (accessed Dec 29, 2013).

a Sunnybrook Health Sciences Center, Toronto, ON M 4N 3M 5, Canada
b University of Toronto, Toronto, ON, Canada

Copyr ight © 2014 Elsevier Limited. All r ights r eser ved. The Lancet® is a r egister ed tr ademar k of Reed Elsevier Pr oper ties S.A., used under licence
The Lancet.com website is oper ated by Elsevier Inc. The content on this site is intended for health pr ofessionals.
Cookies ar e set by this site. To decline them or lear n mor e, visit our Cookies page.

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(14)60599-7/fulltext?version=printerFriendly

2/2

