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Antisemltlsm), which seeks to ensure that medical publications avoid promulgation of subjective articles
aimed at vilifying any race, nation or country. Visit their website at www.daradocs.org.
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1 >i u “Israeli Doctors Accused of Collusion in Torture”. This is
only an accusation, but when it appears in a piece of purportedly credible, medical journalism, it conveys a
presumption of guilt. The reality is that this is a recent headline in the medical journal, The Lancet.

Sharmila Devi’s article makes claims and repeats statements inconsistent with objective journalism and clinical
medicine The_tragic death of Arafat J aradat a 30- year-old father of two and member ofthe Al Agsa Martyrs’

An autopsy conducted the next day by Israeli forensic pathologists concluded the hkely cause of death to be a heart
attack (myocardial infarction). It is not disputed that Vigorous attempts at cardiopulmonary resuscitation were

is reported as saying that “brulsmg on the body was evidence of torture.

However anyone who has taken basic CPR training knows that the physical force required to provide adequate
chest compressions in order to generate the necessary cardiac output invariably leads to chest trauma, not
mnfrequently to rib and/or sternal fractures. Bruising would be clearly visible by the next day. For a doctor to
conclude that bruising equals torture is uns cientific and unprofessional. A previous ¢ yore IN BACKSPIN, MEDIC

patients (95%) who receives CPR. (Source Resuscitation: Volume 60, Issue 2, February 2 :
and https//www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pi/S0300957203003757)

Dr. M1chae1 Sayre, a spokesperson for the Amencan Heart Association and a professor at New York Times Cor
1 Ina front page story «

_____________________ to Israel, NYT Bureau
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through CPR may look like a trauma victim.”
If Israeli doctors had anything to hide, would they invite Dr. Aloul to observe the autopsy? His attendance as the
PA’s chiefpathologist, contrasts sharply with the events which occurred 6 days following the death of Mr. Jaradat,
when Ayman Samara, a 40-year-old Palestinian man, died in the Palestinian Authority’s Jericho Prison.
As Palestinian journalist Khaled Abu Toameh wrote,
“The Palestinian Authority has actively prevented Palestinian journalists from covering the mysterious death of
Samara. One Palestinian reporter, who was caught interviewing people outside Jericho Prison, was even
detained for several hours by Palestinian Authority security officers.”
The absence of any comment or reference to medical literature or non-biased expertise as relating to trauma
induced during CPR, immediately places Ms. Devi’s article outside the realm of objective, medical/scientific
publication standards. Responsibility for accepting the article for publication rests on The Lancet editor.
The Lancet is a reputable medical journal. But its unsubstantiated claims and inflammatory headlines vilify rather
than nform and educate. The Lancet has dimmished its credibility and betrayed an agenda unfit for trustworthy
medical literature.

the journal’s ombudsman at ombudsman(@lancet.com or to Bill Godfrey — Chief Information Officer at
b.godfrey@elsevier.com.
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